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from roughness to quiet, for what they lose in distance is
made up in freedom from the pangs of a mutinous stomach.
But, alas 1 I have no such pleasure in store. Never hav-
ing been in any degree seasick, I begin to suffer an un-
conquerable impatience when delayed by these miserable
calms. The fact is, the captain is making the southern
passage, and if report be not an uncommon liar, we are
destined to encou nter streaks of quiet from this to the head
of Cape Clear. Horrible situation ! Dying of anxiety to
commence active operations on shore, and here we lie, in
the full blaze of a July sun, while the heavens are brass,
and not a breath of wind even to flap the listless sail. G-ive
me a gale, if it be favorable, rather than this intolerable
calm.

Broad, low, long-sweeping swells are coming in from
the quarter whence came the last breeze, and the vessel,
even to its minute rigging, is mirrored on their placid sur-
faces, Passengers are hanging listlessly over the bul-
warks, gazing into the deep belovr. The first mate, with
his eye fixed upon maintop-gallant sail, is whistling for
the wind with most persevering energy. The captain is
leaning, with his chin buried in both hands, upon the cap-
stan head, excogitating the probable influence of a long
voyage on his owners' minds; while the man-of-wars men
are engaged in platting straw to make them hats to go on
shore. From present appearances I think they need not
hurry themselves, as they are likely to have abundant time
to finish them unless things should take a sudden and most
extraordinary change. So we go, down to-day, up to-
morrow, rising and falling as the waves and with the wind;
and thus it should be.

MONDAY, July 4,1842.

This is the anniversary of American independence, and
though our ship is American her passengers are so divided
that no effort will be made to raise even one shout for the
star-spangled banner. Who could shout in such a calm?
unless it were to wake old Boreas, who must have fallen
into a magnetic slumber. I have been remarking the
effect of this delay upon our various passengers. Theing that I
